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Translation of the Relics of the Protomartyr and
Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople

The Transfer of the Relics of the Holy Protomartyr Stephen from Jerusalem to
Constantinople took place about the year 428. After the holy Protomartyr
Archdeacon Stephen was stoned by the Jews, they left his holy body unburied
to be devoured by the beasts and birds. After a day and a night the renowned
Jewish teacher of the Law, Gamaliel sent people to take up the body of the
Protomartyr. Gamaliel buried him in his own tomb, not far from Jerusalem.

When Lord’s secret disciple Nicodemus died, Gamaliel also buried him near the
grave of St Stephen. Afterwards Gamaliel himself, who had been baptized with
his son Abibas, was buried near the grave of the Protomartyr Stephen and St
Nicodemus.

In the year 415 the relics of the saint were uncovered in a miraculous manner
and solemnly transferred to Jerusalem by Bishop John and the bishops Eutonius
of Sebaste and Eleutherius of Jericho. From that time healings took place from
the relics.

Afterwards, during the reign of holy Emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-
450), the relics of the holy Protomartyr Stephen were transferred from
Jerusalem to Constantinople and placed in the church of the holy deacon
Laurence. When a church dedicated to the Protomartyr Stephen was built, the
relics were transferred there on August 2.

In the early 9th century Chronicle (1 86.26-87.5) of Theophanes the Confessor,

we read:
In this year (421 AD), following the example of the blessed Pulcheria, the
devout Theodosius [II] sent much money to the bishop of Jerusalem [Juvenal]
for distribution to those in need and a golden cross set with stones to be
erected at the Place of the Skull. In return, the archbishop sent the relic of the
right hand of Stephen the Protomartyr by the holy Passarion. When he came
to Chalcedon, that night the blessed Pulcheria saw Saint Stephen in a dream
saying to her: "Behold, your prayer has been heard, your request granted, and
I am come to Chalcedon." Taking her brother with her, she rose up and went
to meet the holy relic. She received them into the palace and built a glorious
house in honor of the holy Protomartyr in which she deposited the holy relic.

St Stephen’s right hand is preserved in the Serapionov chamber of the Trinity-
Sergius Lavra in Russia.

Troparion — Tone 8 (Resurrection)

Thou didst descend from on Aigh, O Merciful One! /
Thou didst accept the #ree-day butial to free us from our sufferings! ///
O Lord, our Life and Resutrection: glory to Thee!

Troparion — Tone 4 (Saint)

O protomartyr Stephen, /

Thy head was adorned with a royal crown for thy suffering for Christ
our God; /

For having denounced the outrage of the impious /

Thou didst behold thy Savior at the right hand of the Father. ///
Entreat Him now for the salvation of our souls.

Kontakion — Tone 8 (Resurrection)

By rising from the fomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. /

Eve exults in Thy Resurrection, ///

And the world celebrates Thy Rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful
One!

Kontakion — Tone 8 (Saint)

O blessed protomartyr Stephen, worthy of all praise, /

Thou wast the first to be planted in the earth by the divine Gardener. /

And being the very first to have shed his blood for Him ///

Thou didst become the firsz to receive the crown of victory from Christ
in heaven.

Epistle: I Corinthians 3:9-17 Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34
Also this week: VVen Isaac, Dalmatus, and Faustus, Ascetics of the Dalmatian
Monastery at Constantinople (August 3); Holy Seven Y ouths (“Seven Sleepers”) of
Ephesus  (Augnst 4); Martyr Eusignius of Antioch (August 5); HOLY
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LLORD, GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
(August 6); Martyr Dometins of Persia and two disciples (August 7); Emilian the
Confessor, Bp of Cyzicus (August 8).

* Dormition Fast
fish, wine & oil allowed Thurs.; wine & oil allowed Saturday *

The humble soul is blessed. The Lord loves her. The Mother of God is higher than all

in humility, and therefore all races bless her on earth, while the heavenly powers serve

her. And the Lord has given us this blessed Mother of His as a defender and helper.
St. Silouan the Athonite



