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Repose of St Jacob (Netsvetov), Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska

Jacob Netsvetov was born on the island of Atka, Alaska, in 1802. His father was a
Russian, an employee of the Russian-American Trading Company, and his mother
was a Native American. Raised in Irkutsk, Siberia, Jacob received a theological
education. At age 23, he married a Russian woman from Siberia, named Anna.
Three years later, he was ordained a priest and assigned to St. Nicholas parish on
Atka. He was the first Native American Orthodox Christian to be ordained to the
priesthood.

Father Jacob’s parish territory consisted of a number of islands, spanning a total
distance of 2,000 miles. He visited the islands regularly, ministering to the faithful
and dispensing medicine. He established a school and, with the help of St. Innocent,
Fr. Jacob developed a written form of the local Unangan language. He then
translated the Scriptures and other writings into it. Most of the Islanders had already
been introduced to the basics of Christianity and had been baptized by lay
missionaries. It was Fr. Jacob’s task to chrismate the people and to continue their
Christian education. In his first year, he recorded that he had baptized 16,
chrismated 442, married 53 couples, and buried 8.

Father Jacob kept a most interesting and valuable journal of his activities. For
example, an excerpt of his entry for November 26, 1842, reads: “On the occasion
of the feast of St. Innocent of Irkutsk, I held the vigil. In the morning, prior to
Liturgy, I baptized an infant born to a local Aleut a week ago. Then, all the children,
boys and gitls, were gathered in the chapel, and I spoke to them about God’s love
for people, especially for children.... Afterwards, I celebrated the Divine Liturgy,
at which 50 adults who had come to confession were joined to the Holy Mysteries.
Later on, I visited the cemetery and sang the requiem for all those who had died
there since my last visit. The rest of my time was spent performing weddings....
After the services, I instructed the newlyweds on the meaning of marriage and the
duties of husband and wife, respectively. Thus I concluded my activities there.”

In 1844, St. Innocent appointed Father Jacob (now a widower) to the
Kuskokwim/Yukon Delta region as a missionaty priest. He spent the next twenty
years ministering to and learning the languages of the Yup’ik Eskimos and
Athabaskan Indians of this vast region of the southwest Alaska tundra. Father Jacob
fell asleep in the Lord on July 26, 1864, at the age of 62. He was glorified as
“Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska” in 1994.

Troparion — Tone 7 (Resurrection)

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death /

To the thief Thou didst open Paradise /

For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy /
And Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, /
To proclaim that Thou art risen, ///

Granting the world great mercy.

Troparion — Tone 4 (Saint)

O righteous father Jacob, /

Adornment of Atka and the Yukon Delta, /
Thou didst offer thyself as a living sacrifice /
To bring light to a searching people. /
Offspring of Russian America, /

Flower of brothetly unity, /

Healer of sickness, and terror of demons: /

O holy father Jacob, ///

Pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion — Tone 7 (Resurrection)

The dominion of death /

Can no longer hold men captive, /

For Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers! /
Hades is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: /

“The Savior has come to those in faith; ///

Enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!”

Kontakion — Tone 3 (Saint)

O holy father Jacob, teacher of the knowledge of God, /
Thou didst reveal thy love for thy people /

By taking up thy ¢vss and following Christ, /

Enduring hardships like the Apostle Paul. ///

Pray on our behalf to Christ our God to grant us great mercy.

Epistles: I Corinthians 1:10-18 (Sunday); Philippians 3:7-14 (Saint)
Gospels:  Matthew 14:14-22 (Sunday); Mark 10:29-31,42-45 (Saint)

Also this week: Holy Greatmartyr and Healer Panteleimon (July 27); Holy
Apostles of the Seventy and Deacons Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, and Parmnas (July 28);
Martyr Calliniens of Gangra in Asia Minor (July 29); Apostles Silas and Silvaus of the
Seventy and those with them (July 30); Righteous Eudocimus of Cappadocia (July 31);
Procession of the Honorable Wood of the Life-giving Cross (August 1).

* “regular” fasting this week; wine & oil allowed Saturday *

With all your power, ask the Lord for humility and brotherly love, becanse God freely gives His
grace for love towards one's brother. Do an experiment on yourself: one day ask God for love
towards your brother, and another day - live without love. Y ou will see the difference.

St. Silouan the Athonite



