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The Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils

In the Ninth Article of the Nicaea-Constantinople Symbol of Faith proclaimed by
the holy Fathers of the First and Second Ecumenical Councils, we confess our faith
in “One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.” By virtue of the catholic nature of
the Church, an Ecumenical Council is the Church’s supreme authority, and
possesses the competence to resolve major questions of church life. An Ecumenical
Council is comprised of archpastors and pastors of the Church, and representatives
of all the local Churches, from every land of the “oikumene” (i.c., from all the
inhabited world).

The Orthodox Church acknowledges Seven Holy Ecumenical Councils:

The First Ecumenical Council (Nicaea I) (May 29, and also on seventh Sunday after
Pascha) was convened in the year 325 against the heresy of Arius, in the city of
Nicaea in Bithynia under St Constantine the Great, Equal of the Apostles.

The Second Ecumenical Council (Constantinople I) (May 22) was convened in the
year 381 against the heresy of Macedonias, by the emperor Theodosius the Great.

The Third Ecumenical Council (Ephesus) (September 9) was convened in the year
431 against the heresy of Nestorius, in the city of Ephesus by the emperor
Theodosius the Younger.

The Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon) (July 16) was convened in the year
451, against the Monophysite heresy, in the city of Chalcedon under the emperor
Marcian.

The Fifth Ecumenical Council (Constnatinople II) (July 25) “Concerning the Three
Chapters,” was convened in the year 553, under the emperor Justinian the Great.

The Sixth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople III) (January 23) met during the
years 680-681, to fight the Monothelite heresy, under the emperor Constantine
Pogonatos.

The fact that the Seventh Ecumenical Council (Nicea 1I) is not commemorated
today testifies to the antiquity of today’s celebration. The Seventh Council,
commemorated on the Sunday nearest to October 11, was convened at Nicaea in
the year 787 against the Iconoclast heresy, under the emperor Constantine and his
mother Irene.

The Church venerates the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils because Christ
has established them as “lights upon the earth,” guiding us to the true Faith.
“Adorned with the robe of truth,” the doctrine of the Fathers, based upon the
preaching of the Apostles, has established one faith for the Church. The Orthodox
Church’s conciliar definitions of dogma have the highest authority, and such
definitions always begin with the Apostolic formula: “It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us...” (Acts 15:28). Such Councils, guided by the grace of the Holy
Spirit, and accepted by the Church, are infallible.

Troparion — Tone 6 (Resurrection)

The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; /

The guards became as dead men. /

Mary stood by Thy grave, /

Seeking Thy most pure body. /

Thou didst capture hell, /

Not being tempted by it. /

Thou didst come to the Vitgin, granting life. ///

O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead: glory to Theel!

Troparion — Tone 8 (Fathers)

Most glotious art Thou, O Christ our God! /

Thou hast established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth! /
Through them Thou hast guided #s to the True Faith! ///

O greatly-compassionate Oze, glory to Theel!

Kontakion — Tone 6 (Resurrection)

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, /

Raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty Hand, /
He bestowed resurrection on the human race. ///

He is the savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all.

Kontakion — Tone 8 (Fathers)

The apostles’ preaching and the father’s doctrines have established one Faith for
the Church /

Adorned with the robe of Truth, woven from heavenly theology, ///

It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety.

Epistles:  Romans 15:1-7 (Sunday);
Gospels:  Matthew 9:27-35 (Sunday);

Hebrews 13:7-16 (Fathers)
John 17:1-13 (Fathers)

Also this week: Holy Glorious Prophet Elijah (July 20); Prophet Ezekiel (July 21);
Holy Myrrhbearer and Equal-to-the-Apostles Mary Magdalene (July 22); Martyrs Trophinus,
Theophilus, and 13 others (July 23); Holy Martyrs and Passionbearers Boris and Gleb; Martyr
Christina of Tyre (July 24); Dormition of the Righteous Anna, mother of the Most-holy Theotokos

(July 25).
* “regular” fasting this week; wine & oil allowed Friday *

One shonld not seek among others the truth that can be easily gotten from the Church. For in her, as
in a rich treasury, the apostles have placed all that pertains to truth, so that everyone can drink this
beverage of life. She is the door of life.

St. Irenaeus of Lyons



